
Workshop: Research Synthesis Best 

Practices for Addiction Psychology 

This workshop will provide participants 

concrete best practice recommendations 

to address the many unique challenges 

encountered in any type of research 

synthesis for addiction psychology. This 

workshop is applicable to all levels of 

researchers, from students to mid- and 

senior-level professors. 

Some highlights of this session will 

include: 

• Role(s) of synthesis literature and 

primary reasons for conducting 

different types of research synthesis 

• Standardized tools available for 

assessing risk of bias and the quality 

of evidence in different types of 

research syntheses 

• Challenges in conducting a research 

synthesis and how to address them 

• Addressing up-to-datedness of the 

literature 

Rebecca L. Acabchuk, PhD, 

specializes in mind-body 

interventions for mental and 

physical health, pain, and recovery.  

Her research includes conducting 

meta-analyses, RCT’s, outreach, and 

translations. She holds a PhD in 

Physiology and Neurobiology from 

the University of Connecticut, and is 

currently a post-doctoral fellow at 

InCHIP.  
 

Blair T. Johnson, PhD, has been a 

prominent scientific methodologist 

throughout his career; especially in 

relation to meta-analysis, which he 

labels “the original big data.” Dr. 

Johnson holds a PhD in social 

psychology and is currently a Board 

of Trustees Distinguished Professor in 

the University of Connecticut’s 

Department of Psychological 

Sciences. He is a senior editor with 

the journal Social Science & Medicine 

and an Associate Editor of 

Psychological Bulletin. 

Emily Alden Hennessy, PhD, is 

an expert in adolescent health 

promotion. She holds a PhD in 

Community Research and Action 

from Vanderbilt University with a 

quantitative methods minor and is 

currently a post-doctoral fellow at 

the Institute for Collaboration on 

Health, Intervention, and Policy 

(InCHIP) at the University of 

Connecticut. 
 

For more information on the 

CPA conference, please visit: 
 

https://addictionpsychology.org/cpa 

 
The Society of Addiction Psychology is 

approved by the American Psychological 

Association to sponsor continuing education for 

psychologists. The Society of Addiction 

Psychology maintains responsibility for this 

program and its content.  
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